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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

Weare, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves,flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially 
on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: LAPIDAR Coa., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





To Avoid the Loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 

We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins 
or bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever 
possible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made 
payable to Mother M. Dolorosa. 


From Salt Lake City: “Kindly send me Back Numbers of Cabernacle and 
Purgatory. 1 should like to distribute them. Each time I order from your rich 
store of treasures, 1 always find something especially suited for me in the few 
sheets from back numbers you use for wrapping. How wonderful is God! How 
His Spirit guides and leads, if we only ask!” 

Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas 
O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 — 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.25 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the po&t office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the A& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mail- 
ing at special rate of poStage provided for in section 1103, A& of O&ober 3, 
917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
222 


For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. The magnificent picture of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 

A beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16 x 21 or 16 x 25. 
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For Two New The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
Subscriptions to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary,” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. 








2oS 


For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” - A veritable Treasure 
Subscriptions House of precious jewels —- Eight most charming and 
inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper,” size 19x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 
Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 
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For Four New “The Golden Book,” leather binding, red edges; a 
Subscriptions ‘complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of Bl. 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 




















ee 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain or on a bar. A fine gold chain 

rosary, warranted 10 years. 

2a 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 10 years. 

ODBODO 


Dear reader, try to secure for yourself one or more of these beautiful pre- 
miums by gaining new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” You will 
feel well repaid for your efforts, and in addition you perform a God-pleasing work 
which He will once generously reward in eternity. 





“And the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and 
sitteth at the right hand of God” (Mark xvi. 19). 
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The Holy Eucharist, the Most Excellent 
Gift of God 


ITHOUT the Holy Eucharist, oh, how empty 
would be this earth, how desolate the temple of 
God, how cold the soul, how lonely the heart! O 

K avy i, God! upon this earth where we weep, in this 

is 4) vale of tears where we sigh, on this Olivet where 

we must drink the bitter chalice of life, we 
cannot remain alone; we have need of Thee! 

If our Divine Savior were not present in the Blessed 
Sacrament, where would He be? He would be in His Gospel, 
but that is so distant. The past would not satisfy us, and, 
contemplating the empty sepulchre, we would exclaim with 
Mary Magdalen, “Where hast thou laid Him...?” He would 
be in heaven, but our glance heavenward would be only a 
hope, and we cannot live on mere memories and hopes. Hence, 
Jesus Christ conceived this miracle of love, the Holy Eucha- 
rist. When He gives Himself to us in this Sacrament, we 
possess Him as Simeon, when he held Him as an Infant in his 
arms; as Mary Magdalen, when she touched His sacred feet 
with her lips; as St. John when he leaned upon His Sacred 
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Heart. He Himself is there; He watches over us with untiring 
love, from His Incarnation to Calvary; from Calvary to the 
Tabernacle; from the Tabernacle to the hand of the priest; from 
the hand of the priest into our hearts. 

Therefore we should receive Him; but how? We should 
receive Him with firm faith, believing that He is there as He 
was in the crib when the three holy kings recognized and 
adored Him. We should believe as St. Peter when he ex- 
claimed: Thou art Christ, the Son of the Living God! We 
should draw near with faith, with a lively faith, with the 
consciousness of our unworthiness, but likewise with confi- 
dence, an unshaken confidence — a confidence without measure 
or reserve. “The measure of confidence consists in being 
without measure,” says St. Francis de Sales. 

But, above all, let us approach with love. Jesus wants 
to be loved. Once when St. Bernard contemplated, in a 
vision, the Divine Child in human form, he exclaimed: “Jesus! 
Jesus! King David announced that Thou art great, but I say that 
Thou art little and exceedingly lovable. — Parvulus Dominus 
amabilis nimis.” Yes, He wants to be loved; let us offer Him 
our love. Come and learn to love. 


The Holy Eucharist is a Divine Remedy 


The world may, in all truth, be called an immense hospital. 
Some people suffer maladies of the body, others suffer maladies 
of thesoul. The latter are far more serious, because spiritual 
maladies are generally concealed, and on this account the 
persons affected thereby are in greatest danger of eternal death. 
For us who are sometimes sick in body, and again sick in 
soul, a heavenly Physician has come down from heaven to 
our poor earth. A very great Physician has come, because 
a very sick patient lay upon the earth, says St. Augustine. 
This heavenly Physician of our body and soul has prepared 
a costly remedy in the Last Supper, and has destined to leave 
it with us to the end of the world in memory of Him, that 
all who are sick in soul or body may regain their health. 

It is related that Blessed James de Marcha contracted an 
incurable disease on account of his excessive mortifications 
and penances. He determined, however, to use heavenly 
remedies exclusively; not that he was not willing to bear his 
illness with patience, but that he would be enabled to continue 
his apostolic labors for the love of his neighbor. He resolved, 
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therefore, to make use of the Holy Sacrifice, and with this 
intention made a pilgrimage to Loretto, there to ask for res- 
toration to health when offering the Sacred Host at Holy 
Mass through Mary’s hands. After the Consecration, whilst 
the servant of God was praying with special fervor, the Blessed 
Virgin appeared and addressed him: “My dear son, ask for 
another favor, for this one has already been granted thee by 
my Son who is present in the Sacred Host.” And, in fact, 
James found himself cured. Thus he recovered from his 
bodily sickness. 

Some time after, by the permission of God, James was 
attacked by a violent fever of the soul, that is, a violent temp- 
tation of impurity, from which he could not rid himself either 
by prayer or works of penance. In this great danger, he 
resolved to make use of the same means through which he 
had obtained health for his body. Again he went to Loretto 
to the sacred shrine of Our Lady, where with firm confidence 
he offered the Holy Sacrifice. After the Consecration, the 
Blessed Virgin again appeared to him, and assured him that, 
in future, he would no longer be tormented by temptations 
against holy purity. Thus James experienced in his own case 
that the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ is “the wine that 
springs forth virgins.” 


The Holy Eucharist Unites Us to Jesus 


Perfect love for God and union with Him are the prin- 
cipal effects which Jesus Christ promised to us through the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. Fire ceases not to burn until it has 
consumed everything and transformed into fire everything 
that is within its reach. The same is done by the love of 
Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. It never ceases; it 
burns without intermission until it has consumed all that is 
earthly in man, united him intimately with itself, and even 
transformed him into itself. Such is the express promise 
which Jesus made to us with the words: As the living Father 
hath sent Me and I live by the Father, so he that eateth Me 
the same also shall live by Me (John vi. 58); that is, as My 
Father and I live together, so shall thou and I live together. 

How do the Father and the Son live together? They live 
in such a manner, that, although they are two in Person, they 
are, nevertheless, but one in essence and will. Similar it will 
be with Jesus and us. We will love each other mutually, and, 
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although we are two, by the effects of Divine love we will 
both have but one heart and one soul, one will and one aim. 
What a blissful state, to have but one heart, one mind, one 
will, one love with Jesus! 

But how can two objects so diverse as the Heart of Jesus 
and the heart of a sinner become so intimately united? That 
is the miracle which Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament accom- 
plishes. He purifies the heart of the sinner, He transforms it 
into the heart of a saint, and moulds it into His in such a 
way that one can truly say that both have but one heart, that 
both live by one and the same heart. It is this that Jesus 
revealed to St. Augustine: “I am a food... however, thou wilt 
not change Me into thy substance, as is the case with material 
food, but I will transform thee into Myself.” 


+° + + 


Mary, the Mother of Mercy 








oom) ONFIDENCE is the key to the greatest graces 
: | and mercies of God; but we must never forget 
that God has appointed Mary the treasurer and 
dispensatrix of His mercy toward mankind. 
Because God gave us the Redeemer through 
Mary, it is His will that we receive all graces 
which Jesus Christ has merited for us, through Mary. St. 
Bernard asks, “Why does the Church call Mary the Queen of 
Mercy ?” and he answers: “Because we believe that she opens 
the abyss of Divine mercy to whom she wills, as she wills and 
when she wills; yes, there is no sinner, however heinous his 
crimes may be, who will be lost if Mary assists him.” It was 
also revealed to St. Catherine that Mary was chosen, prepared 
and given by God as the sweetest “bait,” in order to attract 
mankind, especially sinners. Mary is an invaluable gift of the 
infinite mercy of God. One single sigh of Christ’s Blessed 
Mother has more power with God than the prayers of all tke 
angels and saints. 

The royal singer, David, announced that God Himself 
had, in a certain sense, appointed Mary as Queen of Mercy, 
by anointing her with the “oil of gladness.” St. Bernardine of 
Siena says, that the reason God did not destroy man after the 
sin in paradise, was because even then He bore a special love 
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Those who have honored the Divine Motherhood of Mary have been 
favored with more than ordinary union with God. The Ven. Father James 
Rhem, S.J., always prayed the “Litany of Loretto” with most fervent de- 
votion. He desired greatly to know which of the titles of honor given to 
the Queen of Heaven in this litany pleased her most. On a certain occasion 
the Sodalists of the Blessed Virgin in Ingolstadt were singing the litany. 


LELELEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEE EES SEES EEEEESE 


Father James knelt in a corner of the church unobserved. “Mother most 
admirable, pray for us!” sang the choir. Lo! the Blessed Virgin appeared 
to the pious religious, saying: “This title, ‘Mother most admirable’, is most 
pleasing to the me.” 

Overcome with joyous emotion, the good Father rushéd from his se- 
cluded corner into the midst of the assembly. “Repeat it! Repeat it! A 
third time, repeat it!” he cried with holy animation: — “‘Mother most 
admirable’ is the title most dear to Mary.” 


SPSS SSEEP EEE EEE SEE EEE HEE EHS HEH 
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for Mary; and the saint adds, “I do not doubt, but that the 
mercy and forgiveness which God granted to sinners in the 
Old Testament, was bestowed in view of the Blessed Virgin.” 
Therefore St. Bernard is right when he admonishes us: “Let 
us seek the grace of God, but let us seek it through Mary.” 

Venerable Mary of Jesus received the following revelation : 
“Although the wicked render themselves all the more unworthy 
of My graces, nevertheless, in consideration of the just, I will 
open a door to all, by which they will obtain entrance to 
Me; and I will give them a light, that they may be enlightened 
in the darkness of their errors. I will give them a special 
means to regain My grace. I will, that men should experience 
the efficacy of the intercession of her who brought salvation 
to sinners, when, in her virginal womb she gave mortal life 
to the Immortal One.” Again we quote St. Bernard: “In order 
to impart to us His grace more lavishly, God placed the price 
of our Redemption into Mary’s hands that she might distribute 
according to her good judgment.” 

According to the will of God, Mary is our Mother; not, 
our natural mother in the flesh, but a Mother through her 
love. “I am the Mother of fair love” (Ecclus. xxiv. 24). 
God has imparted to Mary so immeasurable a love for men, 
that, if the love of all mothers for their children from the 
beginning to the end of the world could be poured into one 
heart, it would be but a spark of the love which Mary bears 
to us and to each individual of the human race. “God so loved 
the world as to give His only-begotten Son” (John iii. 16); the 
same may be said of Mary. “Mary so loved the human race that 
she sacrificed her only Son to unspeakable torments for our 
salvation.” At the death of her Son, Mary had an incompre- 
hensible desire to die with Him for love of us. Mary loves 
mankind so much because her love for God is greater than 
the combined love of all the angels and saints. She loves us 
so much because her dying Son recommended us to her as her 
children, but also on account of the untold sufferings which 
she endured for the sake of our salvation, and because we are 
the fruit of the death of Jesus Christ, her Son. She will not 
have the Blood of her Son shed in vain for any soul. Now, if 
Mary loves us so much, what confidence should we not place 
in her! God wills that we preserve an unswerving confidence 
in Mary, look up to her constantly and take refuge to her in 
all our needs. 
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Confidence in the power and goodness of Mary is a golden 
key to her maternal Heart. She expects from us a childlike 
confidence; we should always take refuge to her as children 
to their mother. There is no suffering and no anxiety but that 
she can help. No one is lost who loves and venerates Mary. 
Oh, how many souls are saved only because of their persevering 
practice in devotion to Mary! 

See “Library of the Blessed Virgin” outside of back cover. 


ee 


Happy Death of a Forsaken Sinner 
through Mary’s Assistance 





read, that, in the same place where this servant 
of God dwelt, there lived a woman named “Mary” 
= who, from her earliest youth, had led a most dis- 
solute life. Age did not reform her, and the people, exasperated 
by her excesses, resolved to drive her from the city and banish 
her to acave far from her home. There unaided by the Holy 
Sacraments and deprived of every human assistance she died 
soon after of a horrible disease which consumed her flesh. 
Such a death seemed unworthy of an honorable burial and the 
body was thrown into a pit and covered with earth without 
further ceremony. 

Sister Catherine had the pious custom of commending 
to God in a special manner, all her acquaintances who passed 
into eternity, but she did not think of recommending the soul 
of this sinner whom she, as well as all the people, believed lost. 

Four years had elapsed after the woman’s death when, one 
day, as the servant of God was praying, a soul from purgatory 
appeared and addressed her :— 

“Sister Catherine, how unfortunate I am! You pray for 
the dying, but for my poor soul you have no compassion.” 

“Who are you?” asked the servant of God. 

“I am that wretched Mary who died in the cave,” was 
the response. 

“Is it possible!” exclaimed Sister Catherine, “You are 
among the elect!” 

“Yes, I am among them,” replied the soul, “through the 
mercy of the Holy Virgin. In my last hour finding myself 
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abandoned by all the world, and seeing the robe of my soul 
stained by sin, I turned to the Mother of God and said to her 
from the depth of my heart: ‘O thou, the refuge of all who are 
forsaken, have pity on me! The whole world has abandoned 
me; thou art my only hope, come to my assistance!’ I did 
not plead in vain. I owe it to the intercession of Mary that, 
by an act of perfect contrition, I escaped hell. Our Blessed 
Lady also obtained for me the favor that my sufferings will be 
shortened for, Divine Justice permits me to suffer more intense 
torments instead of the prolonged torments. I still require 
only a few more Holy Masses, and I shall be delivered from 
purgatory. Have them offered for me, and I promise you that, 
once in heaven, I shall not cease to pray for you to God and 
His Holy Mother.” 

Sister Catherine had the Holy Masses offered, and some 
time after, the same soul appeared to her again, radiant as the 
sun, and, amid expressions of thanks, said: “At last, heaven is 
opened to me where I shall sing the mercies of my God. Rest 
assured I will not forget you.” 


+ + + 


A Hindoo is Rescued by Mary 

In the “Annals of the Propagation of the Faith,” we read 
what a Christian of East India related to the Apostolic mis- 
sionary Olivier: “That I still live,” he says, “I owe to the 
protection of the Holy Virgin. One day I had gone with a 
number of other persons to the forest to fell trees. As we 
would be obliged to remain there for some time, we erected 
a little hut and covered it with branches. We were all together 
in the hut, when, in the middle of the night, we heard a loud 
roar in the forest. We did not doubt but that it was an 
elephant. Fearing for our safety in the hut, each one tried to 
make his escape and save himself as best he could. I had 
scarcely left the hut, when the elephant, for such it was, seized 
me by the hair, raised me five or six feet above the ground 
and carried me off. In this sad plight I recommended myself 
to the protection of the Holy Virgin, conjuring her to inter- 
cede for me with her Divine Son. More I could not pray for 
I was almost unconscious. When the elephant had cairied me 
far enough, he pawed with his foot a sort of trench, put me 
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in and heaped earth upon me. Then he walked deeper into 
the forest. 

“Meanwhile, I succeeded by dint of extreme efforts, to 
extricate myself from this grave and tried to escape; but 
scarcely had I gone a few steps when the elephant again 
overtook me. This time he seized me by the foot, and threw 
me mercilessly to the ground. Nearby was a plot of sand. The 
enraged animal made another ditch, rolled me into it and 
covered me with so great a heap of sand that, despite all my 
efforts I could scarcely move. I prayed unceasingly to the 
Holy Virgin. In this painful situation I remained the rest of 
the night. 

“Early in the morning, I thought I heard several persons 
weeping and lamenting. Soon I distinguished the voice of my 
mother. She had been informed of my fate by my compan- 
ions, and had come to search for my remains, not doubting 
but that I had been killed by the elephant. She called me by 
name but I could not answer loud enough to be heard. God 
directed her to the place where I lay covered. When she saw 
the fresh heap of sand, she thought I might possibly lie buried 
there. She called the rest of the party who soon removed the 
sand under which they found me half dead. Yes, indeed, that - 
I still live, 1 owe to the Holy Mother of God, and to show my 
gratitude, I am ready to do everything to please her.” 


“ a + 


St. Veronica of Milan 





St. Veronica of Milan could neither read nor write. She 
toiled all day and at night she wearied herself trying to learn 
to read and write. One day when she was quite discouraged 
on account of her little progress, the Blessed Virgin was 
pleased to console her. “Away with all this worry!” she said 
to her, “you need to know only three letters. The first is 
purity of heart, which consists in loving God above all things, 
and all creatures only in Him and for His sake. The second 
is, never to murmur nor to become excited at the faults of 
others, but to bear them with patience and pray for those 
who fail. The third letter is, daily to meditate on the Passion 
of Christ at a fixed time.” 

These consoling words revived Veronica’s courage anew. 
She gave herself with new zeal to prayer and the practice 
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of virtue. Above all, she strove to acquire those virtues 
which the Blessed Virgin had recommended to her: to love 
God above all things, to be patient with her neighbor, and 
daily to meditate on the Passion of our suffering Savior. By 
the practice of these three virtues she became a saint. 


Sister Mechtilde of the Blessed Sacrament 


The Venerable Sister Mechtilde of the Blessed Sacrament, 
foundress of the Perpetual Adoration, relates that, while she 
was at Bengar, and the whole community was sick of a con- 
tagious disease, she was so grieved that she almost despaired. 
Spiritual and temporal aid were wanting to her at the same 
time. Even on Sundays she was scarcely able to hear Holy Mass 
devoutly. Spiritual abandonment, aridity, weariness, fear, dis- 
gust — all combined to crush her; nor did she have any support, 
not even a confessor to whom she could have revealed her 
suffering. On the verge of despondency, she took refuge to 
Mary, the Comfortress of the afflicted. “O Mary,” she said 
to her, “O Holy Virgin, hast thou brought me to this house 
to leave me to perish? I do not know my duties; I have no 
one to teach me; I am alone and left to myself. O Mary! 
wilt thou forsake me?” 

This prayer was immediately heard. Her sufferings van- 
ished quickly, peace and calm were soon perfectly restored, 
and the Blessed Virgin herself became the tutoress of Sister 
Mechtilde. She often repeated, All I am I owe to the Blessed 
Virgin. 

+ + £ 


St. Gabriel Possenti of the Sorrowful Mother 
Canonized May 13, 1920 





= bg) ENERATION of Mary was the propelling power 
Ne on the path of virtue in the life of St. Gabriel 
Possenti; it was the origin and crown of his 
sanctity. It may be affirmed that it was the 
chief characteristic of his life; that every other 
love was accompanied and so permeated with 
love for Mary, that it seemed one with it. This much is 
certain, that any praise we can bestow on the saint in this 
regard will fall far short of the reality. His spiritual director 
does not hesitate to affirm that, not only did he never meet 
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with a similar example of veneration of Mary, but declares 
that he sought for it in vain in spiritual books, and that in the 
lives of the saints he found only its parallel. 

“We may say with right and reason,” continues Rev. 
Bonaccia, his spiritual director, “that aside from the love for 
Jesus, the love of this servant of God for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was the soul and mainspring of all his actions, the 
propelling power that urged him onward on the path of 
virtue. His love for Mary had been transformed, as it were, 
into flesh and blood, so that in spirit and heart he had become 
one with her. He lived more in her than in himself; he could 
not speak nor think nor imagine anything without having 
Mary present to his mind. His tender devotion to Mary was 
indefatigable in its activity, admirable in its radiant purity, 
charming in its delicate simplicity.” He had taken, as a 
command, the admonition of St. Bernard: She shall not depart 
from my lips; she shall not depart from my heart. His heart 
was like an altar of holocaust, upon which the fire of love for 
Heaven’s bright Queen constantly ascended; his spirit seemed 
transformed into Mary. 


Devoted to Mary from Childhood 


Gabriel was a true, zealous client of Mary even before 
he entered the Order. This was the result of the good counsels 
and pious example in his parental home. The rosary was 
recited every evening in the family circle, and Gabriel, on 
bended knees, took part in it with all the fervor of his heart. 
Besides, he frequently visited altars and shrines dedicated to 
our Blessed Mother, there to perform his devotions. In his 
home, there was especially one little statue which he held in 
high esteem; it was that of Mary, holding on her lap her 
Crucified Son. He took great pains to decorate this statue; he 
burned a lamp before it and performed his daily devotions 
while gazing upon it. His letters show how fond he was of 
this image, for, again and again, he admonishes those at home 
to honor and esteem it. At one time he writes, “I would be 
very happy if you would honor that statue of the Sorrowful 
Madonna, belonging to me. You could do nothing more 
pleasing to my memory, and still more, to the honor of the 
Blessed Virgin.” At another time he says, “Be sure to honor 
that little statue of Mary, which I left at home.” 

“If you change your residence,” he wrote to his father 








14 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


when the latter was planning the purchase of a residence 
in Rome, “I commit to your care the statue of the Sorrowful 
Mother; show it all possible veneration.” 

This tender love 
which the pious 
youth bestowed up- 
on the Blessed Vir- 
gin before he en- 
tered religion, mani- 
fested itself also at 
the time when he 
received his father’s 
consent to enter the 
monastery; early the 
following morning 
he hastened to the 
church of the Serv- 
ites, there to thank 
the Blessed Virgin 
most fervently for 
this grace. However, 
his love for Mary 
before his entrance 
into religion was 
only a little seed 

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother which, in the sacred 

garden of the clois- 

ter, was to take root, sprout and unfold a beautiful blossom. 

In the religious life he wanted to have her name inseparably 
connected with his own. 


The Marian Creed 


The first source from which the saint, after entering the 
monastery, drew his love for Mary was “The Glories of Mary,” 
by St. Alphonsus, and a booklet on the love of Mary. Scarcely 
had he laid hands on them than he read them again and 
again; yes, he virtually devoured them in joy and rapture. He 
found in them untold comfort and edification. He had composed 
for himself a hymn which he called, “The Marian Creed,” and 
which he carefully carried upon his breast. This hymn is 
composed of a series of beautiful texts taken from the writings 
of the holy fathers of the Church, in which they express their 
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faith in the prerogatives of Mary, and give vent to their 
love, their tenderness and their devotion. Some of them we 
will quote here: — 

“I believe, O Mary, that thou art the Mother of all men; 
our life and, after God, the sweet refuge of sinners. 

“I believe that thou art the breath of life of Christians, 
and their refuge, especially at the hour of death. 

“If I follow thee, I shall not mistake the way; if I pray to 
thee, I cannot despair; if I cling to thee, I shall not fall; if 
thou art gracious to me, I shall not grow weary on the way. 

“I believe that thou art solicitous for those who seek 
thee, and that thou dost hasten to our help even without being 
invoked... I believe and profess that thy Name contains the 
same sweetness which St. Bernard found in the Name of 
Jesus: joy to the heart, honey to the mouth, melody to the 
ear... I believe that thou art the co-Redemptrix of the human 
race, that all the graces which God distributes, pass through 
thy hands, and that no one is saved without thee, who art 
the portal of heaven. 

“I believe and profess that thou art the Mediatrix between 
God and sinners. 

“I believe that thou art the sweetest refreshment, created 
to lead man, preferably sinners, to God. 

“I believe that a tender devotion to thee is a sure sign of 
one’s eternal salvation. 

“I believe that thy greatness is exalted above that of all 
angels and saints, so that God alone can comprehend it. 

“I believe that God has poured forth upon thee a richer 
plenitude of gifts and graces than upon all other creatures. 

“I believe that thy beauty surpasses that of all men and 
angels; that thou alone hast fulfilled the commandment of 
God: ‘thou shalt love the Lord thy God,’ in a perfect manner... 
and that the seraphim of heaven must descend to learn from 
thy Heart the love of God.”— Thus Gabriel continues with 
unspeakable love and increasing fervor to proclaim the glories 
of Mary.” To be continued. 


a. a 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Our Twenty-first Volume 





We are beginning the twenty-first volume of our magazine, trusting 
in God’s protection and blessing. We are confident our dear readers 
will not only remain faithful to us, but will also strive to win new subscrib- 
ers. How beautiful it would be and how encouraging for us, if all our 
enthusiastic readers, and all those who are full of praise for our maga- 
zine, would gain one or more new subscribers! Whoever strives to 
propagate our periodical, also participates in all the good it effects. We 
likewise give valuable premiums. The subjoined letters give eloquent 
testimony, and are the best recommendation for our periodical. 


Fi man from Boston: ‘‘Allow me to congratulate you on your very well 
written and timely articles. Too much can never be said or written to inspire 
creatures with love for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Mass and 
our Blessed Lady : the themes of your wonderful periodical. ’’ 

Chicago: ‘‘Your magazine is a second spiritual mother to its read- 
ers. It leads them gently by the hand to sweet charity’s heart.’’ 

New Jersey: ‘‘I am renewing my subscription to your wonderful maga- 
zine. Some of the features which I admire are its excellent quality 
paper, the size of the print (which is not too small), the beautiful pictures, 
and of course, the inspiring reading matter. I love to read it especially after 
Holy Communion, and when I have finished reading the magazines I pass 
them on to friends.’’ 

AA priest from @eylon: ‘<I like ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ very much. 
Iuse it for my meditation and spare reading. The contents are excellent 
and truly comforting. The reading elevates one in spiritual life.’’ 

Chicago: ‘‘The magazine is eagerly awaited from month to month. It 
brings a blessing to our home. The children love its beautiful pictures and 
for this alone it is well worth the price.’’ 

Texas: ‘‘I can truthfully say I have never found so much comfort 
and consolation in a real conversation with a true and lasting friend, as 
I have found in this dear magazine. Every word is of true, tender love 
and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. I read them over and over and 
even write down articles I want to remember.”’ 

Pennsylvania: ‘‘I find ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ a very helpful guide 
in teaching the children. I am a member of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine. The children just thirst for the explanation of different articles. 
After their lessons I tell them of the reading matter in your magazine. I 
wish every Catholic home would receive it.’’ 

Fi man from Missouri: ‘‘I have never been so valuably instructed in 
regard to the value and advantages of hearing Holy Mass daily as I 
have been through your magazine. I am going to distribute as many 
copies as I can among my friends and see if it will not rouse them to 
hear Mass on week days.’’ 





! 
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Jesus, Always Jesus, Despite Our Sinfulness 





In a certain church of Spain there is an old venerated 
Crucifix, from which the right arm is loosed and hanging to 
the side. A most touching history surrounds this Image. 
One day a great sinner made his confession beneath the same 
with all signs of sincere contrition. At the moment of absc- 
lution, however, the confessor hesitated because the sins were 
so numerous and grave. The penitent implored forgiveness. 
The priest answered, “I absolve you, but sin no more.” The 
man promised and departed. 

For a while he remained faithful, but he was weak and 
again fell into sin. Contrition led him back to the feet of the 
confessor. “This time! will not absolve you,” said the confessor. 
The penitent rejoined, “I am sorry for what I have done; I 
was truly in earnest about my promise, but I am weak. I 
entreat you for pardon.” The priest absolved him, but added, 
“This is the last time.” 

Some time passed, but the bad habit on the one hand, and 
human weakness on the other, occasioned another relapse. 
“That is the limit!” exclaimed the priest. “You always relapse; 
your contrition is not sincere.” 

“It is true, my Father, I fall because I am weak. I mean 
it sincerely, but my soul is sick,” pleaded the man amid a 
stream of tears. 

“I cannot;” replied the priest, “for you there is no more 
forgiveness.” 

Suddenly a sigh was heard from the Crucifix. The Crucified 
Savior loosed His hand, raised it and made the sign of absolution 
over the poor, penitent sinner. At the same time these words 
were addressed to the priest: It was not you who shed your 
blood for him! 

_ My children, be animated by boundless confidence; live on 
confidence ... I conclude with the remarkable words of Blessed 
Teresa of the Child Jesus: “It is not because I have been 
preserved from mortal sin that I mount to God on the wings 
of trust and love. Nay, I feel that I should not lose a whit 
of my confidence, even had I on my conscience every crime 
that it is possible to commit; for Jesus is always the same 
Jesus, and He is the source of my trust, not I.” 


— Rev. P. Matheo Crawley, SS. CC. 


+ + + 
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More Prayer! 





Peg RAYER in common effects far more than the 
& bay prayer of the individual. The so-called “Pest 
3 2FK| Procession” in Rome toward the end of the sixth 





ZG +0) century, may be cited in proof thereof. The city 
AS23, f 4) was flooded by the Tiber. In consequence, pest 
broke out and swept away thousands of victims, 
among them Pope Pelagius II. His successor, Pope St. Gregory 
the Great, ordered processions to be held for three days in 
succession to supplicate God for help. From the seven largest 
churches in Rome the faithful assembled to form one vast 
procession, which, amid the chanting of the Litany of All 
Saints proceeded into fields and meadows. On the third day, 
as the procession was passing Pope Adrian’s monument, an 
angel appeared above it, putting a sword into the sheath. The 
joy caused by this apparition was indescribable; all considered 
it as a token that their prayers had been heard. And so it 
proved: after three days there was not another victim of the 
pest. 

In memory of this historic event, Pope Adrian’s monument 
was called “Castle of St. Angelo,” and on the summit of the 
monument was placed a gigantic gilded statue representing 
an angel in the act of placing a sword into the scabbard. 
Similar processions were soon held throughout Christendom, 
particularly on the 25th of April, the feast of St. Mark. 

Another incident which shows the great power of prayer 
in common is recorded in the famous Benedictine monastery 
at Monte Cassino when the Saracens ravaged Italy in the 9th 
century. The Mohammedans were in sight of Monte Cassino 
at nightfall, but as the monastery lies on the opposite side 
of the Garigliano River, the invaders decided to wait until . 
morning to cross the river and plunder the buildings. The 
abbot of the monastery, hearing of the imminent danger which 
threatened their lives, immediately assembled all the monks 
in the church and bade them spend the whole night on their 
knees, entreating God for protection. After several hours of 
prayer, the abbot arose and informed his brethren that through 
a Divine revelation which had just been vouchsafed him, he had 
learned that the monastery would not be disturbed in the least. 
Soon a fearful storm arose; dark clouds overspread the heavens 
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and the rain fell in torrents, causing the river to overflow. In 
the morning, seeing that it was impossible to cross the swollen 
stream, the Mohammedans departed. This again shows clearly 
the powerful efficacy of fervent prayer in common. 

Still another incident of a miraculous answer to prayer 
is narrated by the historian Eusebius and by Tertullian: — 

In 174 the Roman Emperor Aurelius was at war with 
the Sarmatians and other tribes. One day in mid-summer 
during an excessive heat, the army found itself in a low valley 
surrounded by the enemy whose number was far superior to 
that of the Romans. The scorching sun beat down upon them 
and they were in danger of perishing from thirst for no 
water was to be found. In the army was one legion composed 
exclusively of Christian soldiers. Despite the ridicule of their 
enemies, the Christians cast themselves upon their knees and 
prayed to God for help. Suddenly black clouds arose, a thun- 
der storm ensued, and the rain poured down in streams. The 
Roman soldiers caught the water in their helmets and breast- 
plates, quenched their thirst and offered it also to their suffering 
horses. The barbarians, conceiving it a favorable moment 
for attack, prepared to fall upon them, but the hand of God 
was with the Romans, for while they were refreshed by an 
abundant rain, a violent hailstorm accompanied by thunder- 
bolts, warred with them against the Sarmatians. Throwing 
down their arms, the scoffers sought refuge among their en- 
emies from the thunderbolts which carried destruction into 
their camp. This event was universally considered as mir- 
aculous, and the Christian legion was henceforth known as 
“The Thundering Legion.” 

If the prayer of even two or three is so pleasing to our 
Lord that He assures us it will be answered, how much more 
will God be inclined to hear the prayer of hundreds, yea, of 
thousands together! On this subject, St. Thomas declares, “It 
is impossible that the prayer of many will not obtain that 
which can possibly be obtained.” Prayer recited in common 
is usually said with more devotion. It has the power of unity 
and is supported by the intercession of our Savior. How 
pleasing to God is this prayer of united hearts! 


Prayer the Great Means of Grace. ‘‘This booklet with its practical 
advice on prayer is, of all your publications, one of the most helpfui 
to people in the world and to religious,’’ writes a friend. Price 10 cents. 


in 
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The Ways of God — How Wonderful! 


From the “Reign of Terror,” 1793 — 





9 WAS strolling about the Place Vendome, when 
#} a curious mob that had gathered in the vicinity 
of the famous pillar attracted my attention. 
Loud and boisterous screaming, intermingled 
with voices of protest, gave evidence of a little 
riot. I hastened thither, in order to ascertain 
the cause of the trouble. The scene that presented itself 
to my view was revolting in the highest degree. Although 
my religious sentiments at that time were far from being 
fervent, I was offended to my innermost soul. In the midst 
of the rabble stood a poorly covered cart, on which in wild 
disorder, lay many Crucifixes. As I learned later, these 
had, by order of the municipality, been removed from the 
public schools of Paris. Nearest the cart were several wan- 
ton school boys who danced about, shouting and laughing, 
thus giving vent to their mockery of the symbol of our holy 
religion. Four or five men in working jackets, by rude jokes 
and exclamations, lent their support to the evil doings of the 
boys. To complete the crowd, representatives of the famous 
fisher-women of Paris had added their presence, some of 
whom raised lively protests against the impious treatment of 
the Crucifixes, while others looked on laughing cynically. 

Suddenly their was a lull in the boisterous mob. From 
a large, elegant house a boy of about eight years, with highly 
flushed face and flying hair, came rushing out. His appear- 
ance and light-brown velvet suit indicated that he belonged to 
the better class. 

With great agility he pressed through the crowd and 
managed to get near the cart. Here he halted, turned with 
a threatening motion toward the by-standers, and, trembling 
with indignation, exclaimed, “‘Vous etes des mechants! — You 
are scoundrels!” Then, seizing a Crucifix, he enfolded it in 
his arms with childlike tenderness repeating over and over 
again: “O my Jesus, I love Thee! I will never do anything 
wrong against Thee.” 





The Little Hero 


For a moment there was silence, but the next instant 
curses and imprecations rained down on the little one’s head: 
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“Calotin! mouchard! reptile! — Hypocrite! Spy! Reptile!” in 
short, the whole repertory of a French street rabble. A broad- 
shouldered anarchist had just seized the boy by his coat 
collar and raised him from the ground when policemen ap- 
peared who liberated the little fellow. 

I now scrutinized the hero more closely. His appearance 
on the scene and his manly action had aroused my interest. 
Everything about this child was unusual. His dress, which 
clothed the neat little figure most becomingly, was not accord- 
ing to modern fashion, but bore the marks of an old Spanish 
costume. His face was framed by long blond curls, which 
produced a vivid contrast to his dark eyes and brows. The 
little one turned to me, looked at me questioningly, and then laid 
his hand into mine, which I had smilingly stretched out to him. 

“You are good,” he said, “you would not have done any- 
thing like that... Oh, I am glad that the policemen drove 
those horrid people away.” 

The little face, which in quick succession had worn the 
expressions of deepest indignation, overflowing tenderness, 
and at last, by coming in contact with the anarchist, that of 
fright and disgust, now beamed in sunny friendliness. 

“What is your name?” I asked. 

“My name is Aristide Blanchard,” said the child. “See 
there” — he pointed to the house from which he had just 
stepped forth — “papa lives there. Have you ever seen papa?” 
he continued, chatting with the vivacity of a Parisian child. 

“No, I don’t know your papa,” I replied. 

“You don’t know papa?” he exclaimed, much astonished. 
“Why, everybody knows him. Oh, you must come some evening 
when papa wears his beautiful royal garments and stands on 
the stage. Then he is at one time Emperor Augustus, at 
another, King Macbeth, and everybody claps.” 

“So your father is an actor?” 

“Yes, papa is a renowned actor, and when I grow big I 
want to be one, too.” 

I was somewhat disappointed. How came this actor’s 
child to the religious sentiments he had displayed with such 
great fervor? This puzzle I would have solved. 

“Tell me, how did you happen to get amongst those wild 
people?” I questioned. 

“Oh, I was standing at the window,” chatted the lad, while 
his little face suddenly again grew very sober, “and I saw 
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everything they did. When that red-haired boy began to dance 
with the Crucifix in his hand, I could no longer control my- 
self, and I rushed down the stairs.” 

“No doubt, you love the Savior very much?” I continued. 

“Do I love Him? Why, He died for me! Oh, I shall never 
forget that. I wish I could die for Him, too.” 

“Who has told you about Him, then ?” 

“Mama did. Oh, she is so good! She can relate so beau- 
tifully about Him. See, there she comes to get me,” he added, 
pointing to a young woman who was hurriedly approaching 
us. She had heard how her little son had rushed into a street 
rabble, and she thanked God to find her child in peaceful con- 
versation with me. We exchanged a greeting and I withdrew. 

I got into an omnibus, and during the half-hour drive that 
followed, my thoughts reverted again and again to the scene 
I had just witnessed. What may become of this child ten or 
twenty years from now? How much will he then have retained 
of the deeply religious sentiments which he displayed in such 
an unembarrassed manner before the eyes of the world today? 


To be continued. 


The Shrine of Shrines 


Holy Church sanctions the pious custom of burning blessed candles at 
shrines. Candles are often burned in thanksgiving for favors received, to 
petition special graces, or to honor our Lord and His Blessed Mother. 

Here in our Adoration Chapel is the Shrine of shrines, the throne of the 
living God, whereon our Divine Savior in the Holy Eucharist is exposed as 
on His seat of mercy day and night. At what more fitting shrine can we 
place a candle to show our thanks? Where will a lighted candle plead our 
cause for favors more efficaciously than here before the compassionate Heart 
of Jesus? 

The burning of candles is the emblem of love, of the sacrificial love of 
the faithful for the Holy Eucharist. Wherever the Blessed Sacrament is ex- 
posed, not less than twelve, but preferably twenty wax candles should burn. 

What a touching act of faith and love to have candles burned during 
the month of May in honor of our Blessed Mother! How pleasing to our 
risen Savior to have them burned in honor of His forty days’ on earth before 
His ascension, or in honor of the Holy Spirit, to implore for ourselves the 

' graces of Pentecost! How powerful is the burning candle before the Most 
Holy as a silent petition at any time for our own benefit or for our dear 
departed ! 

In our Adoration Chapel the Sacred Host is exposed continually day and 
night. A wax candle will be burned one whole day and one whole night 
upon the altar before the Blessed Sacrament exposed for an offering of 50 
cents; one whole week for $3.50; one whole month for $12.00. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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For Your Daughter 





Many parents who train their children to virtue at home are 
saddened to see them become worldly and even corrupted during 
school days. It is all due to association with bad companions. 
Realizing the dangers to which their daughters are exposed in 
attending day-schools, many parents are most anxious to 
place their girls in a select Convent boarding school for their 
education. In such an institution, they are not only safeguarded 
from harmful influence, but they likewise receive a solid religious 
training and a thorough knowledge of arts and sciences. 

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in Clyde, 
Missouri, have for many years conducted a boarding school for 
little girls and young ladies. Only Catholics of good families are 
admitted. The number, too, is limited in order that individual 
attention may be given to each pupil in the forming of her 
character, the moulding of her heart, and the training of her mind. 

The moderate charges at St. Joseph’s Academy render it 
possible for parents in medium circumstances to give their daugh- 
ters the benefit of a select Convent school education. The course 
of studies, — practical and thorough, under competent teachers, 
embraces: Academic, Commercial, Preparatory, Primary, Music 
and Art Departments. Terms: $200.00 per year. 

For information, address: The Sister Directress 

St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 


« ae > 
Efficacy of the Priestly Blessing 


HE servant of God Anna Catherine Emmerich 
ma 6was aware of the priest’s blessing even if it was 
given at a distance. She had, indeed, so profound 
and vivid a realization of the power and benefit of 
the priestly blessing, that, when a priest chanced 
to come to her parental home, she was involuntarily drawn 
to the house. If it happened that she was herding the cattle, 
she would commend them to the care of her guardian angel, 
and hasten to meet the priest and ask him for his blessing. 
She said: Christ gave His blessing to the priests that through 
them He might operate far and near. Yes, the efficacy of 
the priest’s blessing penetrates even into purgatory, and re- 
freshes, as with dew from heaven, the souls to whom it is 
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given in good faith. Whoever could see all this as I do, would 
surely strive to help according to his ability.” 

How consoling is the priest’s benediction! What does it 
not effect when it finds susceptible Christian hearts! A cer- 
tain person affirms that he knew by long years of experience 
how in many instances toothache, earache or other severe 
pains, violent headaches and sleeplessness vanished at the 
blessing of the priest. He says he knows of little children 
who otherwise cried whole nights, but became calm and slept 
peacefully after the priest had blessed them. The priestly 
blessing often confers strength in attacks from the evil one; 
it procures help and success at work. The saintly Anna 
Catherine Emmerich sometimes saw the blessing of the priest 
like a stream of light entering the soul of the one blessed. 

The priest has received the faculty to bless for the bene- 
fit of the faithful. Therefore, the faithful have a right to 
ask for the blessing, and, surely, the priest will not refuse to 
give it. But he will not obtrude, for what would the blessing 
benefit us if we did not care for it, if our hearts were not sus- 
ceptible? You, dear reader, we trust, will know how to esteem 
it, and perhaps you would gladly imitate the farmer of whom 
a Father of the Blessed Sacrament relates: — 

“Last year I went up the mountain side to see if I could 
find a farmer who would be willing to give us a load of pine 
twigs and branches with which to decorate our church which 
was to be dedicated on the feast of the Sacred Heart. I came 
to one who received me and the brothers who had accompa- 
nied me, very kindly and cheerfully offered to bring a load 
of green branches free of charge. At our departure, the 
farmer requested only the priestly blessing. He called his 
family, a young wife and two sweet little boys aged two and 
five years. All knelt down on the floor and received with 
faith and devotion the benediction of the priest. Surely, Jesus 

j must have blessed this family from heaven, especially the 
two little ones, and doubtless, the angels of God go in and 
out of such a house.” 

If your pastor, for any reason, has occasion to visit your 

| home, then say to him as once the Patriarch Jacob said to 
the angel: “I will not let thee go except thou bless me.” Yes, 
ask for the blessing for yourself and your children, your home 
and property; ask with faith and confidence, and gladly will the 
priest, in the Name of God and of Holy Church, raise his 
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hand in benediction over you and yours. Always receive the 
blessing kneeling. 

There are many priests who pronounce the blessing 
several times daily over all who have a desire for it. Unite 
yourself in spirit with these, and in the morning and evening 
when you sprinkle your dear ones with holy water, say: By 
the hands of His priests, may the Almighty God, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost bless us. Amen. 


> ibe os 


Efficacy of Good Works for the Poor Souls 





tes) AINT Teresa of Jesus writes her experience in regard 
Seem to the offering of good works for the poor souls: 
os A certain aged priest died to whom she felt bound 
by ties of affection and gratitude. On hearing of 
his death she mourned deeply, and although she 
knew him to have been very devout and virtuous, she could not 
help feeling a certain anxiety for his soul when considering the 
heavy responsibilities of a priest of God. 

Taking refuge in her cell, she begged Almighty God to 
accept in his behalf, all the good works she had ever perfomed, 
and if they were not sufficient, to supply the deficiency from 
the treasury of merits of the Passion and death of His Divine 
Son. After she had prayed thus from the depths of her 
heart, she seemed to see the soul for whom she had pleaded 
rising from the ground on her right, and with unspeakable 
joy, ascending toward heaven. Although the priest was very 
old when he died, the spirit she was privileged to behold in 
its upward flight, had the form and face of a man of thirty years, 
radiant with happiness. The vision lasted only a few moments, 
but she was entirely convinced of its truth, and mourned no 
longer over the priest’s death. 






we Rye 


Efficacy of Holy Mass for the Poor Souls 


In the life of St. Malachy we read that a short time after 
his sister had died the saint heard her one night complaining 
that she was obliged to stand out in the vestibule, and had 
had nothing to eat for thirty days. Upon reflection he realized 
that it had been exactly thirty days since he had offered the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass for her soul. He then offered Mass 
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after Mass for her, until one day he saw her, clothed in robes 
of sorrow approaching the church but forbidden to enter. He 
continued the Masses, and one day again saw her, this time 
within the church, dressed in a white robe, but withheld from 
approaching the altar. Still more Masses were offered, until 
at length he had the consolation of seeing her in a shining 
white robe, amid a multitude of souls similarly attired, from 
which he concluded that she had been released from purgatory. 
St. Anthony relates of St. John of Alvernia, a friar minor, 
that once on All Souls’ Day when celebrating Holy Mass he 
prayed fervently during the elevation that through the merits 
and Precious Blood of Jesus Christ the souls in purgatory 
might be delivered from their torments. Immediately he 
beheld an immense multitude of souls rising, like a bright 
cloud of sparks from a furnace, toward the heavens. 
Blessed Henry Suso and another religious, with whom as 
a student, he was associated in the seminary, agreed that when 
one of them should die, he who lived should celebrate two 
Masses a week for a year for the repose of the other’s soul. 
The religious died first, but it being several years later, Blessed 
Henry had forgotten about the agreement made at school. He 
prayed fervently for his friend and offered every good act as 
atonement, but one day the religious appeared to him with sad 
| and anxious countenance and reproached him for not fulfilling 
his promise. Blessed Henry reminded him that he had been 
praying and doing penance for the repose of his soul, but the 
departed cried out: “Blood! Blood, brother! I need Blood to 
cleanse me and relieve my torment, and only the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass can give it to me!” Thereupon, Blessed 
Henry did not cease offering Masses until he saw his friend, 
clothed in a robe of light, ascending to heaven. 


Holy Communion for the Suffering Souls 


St. Bonaventure, cardinal and member of the Franciscan 
Order, who in his writings often speaks of the souls in purga- 
tory, admonishes us: “Let love and compassion for the poor 
souls urge you to the Holy Table, for nothing gives them 
such sweet repose as a worthy Communion and Holy Mass 
offered for their relief.” 

Louis Blosius relates that a departed soul appeared en- | 
veloped in flames, to a certain devout servant of God with 
whom he was well acquainted. This soul revealed that he 
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suffered frightful torments because he had been in the habit 
of receiving Holy Communion carelessly, and with insufficient 
preparation. Therefore he begged his friend for the love they 
bore each other during life, to receive Holy Communion for 
him with devout preparation and great fervor, by which he 
hoped to be released from his sufferings. The servant of God 
obeyed, and with a most careful preparation communicated 
for his friend, after which the soul appeared to him again, 
rising heavenward and clothed in a light which shone a 
great distance. 


Efficacy of Indulgences 


Segneri writes that Blessed Mary of Quiro once had a 
vision regarding the great value of indulgences. She beheld 
a large table in a public place, laden with gold and silver 
coins, diamonds, and other precious stones, and our Lord 
said to her: “This is the treasury of indulgences which all 
may approach and take as much as they like, or whatever 
they need.” 

In the life of St. Magdalen de Pazzi we read that during 
an ecstasy, she saw how a deceased nun of her convent was 
released after fifteen hours in purgatory through indulgences 
which had been gained and offered for the repose of her soul. 

Ven. Anna Catherine Emmerich was also a great friend 
of the poor souls. All her life she felt the deepest sympathy 
for them, and was closely united to them in spirit... she ap- 
plied to them every good deed every merit, every prayer. It 
was revealed to her how the holy souls longingly looked to 
her for aid, and if sometimes she forgot them they reminded 
her in some forcible way of the omission. Even as a child, 
she beheld in a vision a multitude of these suffering souls 
surrounding her, and to alleviate them she walked several 
hours’ distance in bitter winter, along snow-covered roads, to 
the town of Coesfeld, there to perform the Stations of the 
Cross. 


Gregorian Masses 


The practice of having thirty consecutive Masses, commonly called “The 
Gregorian Masses,” said for a deceased person, is not so widely known and adopted 
by the faithful as this beautiful and efficacious custom for the relief of the suf- 
fering souls deserves. Many will doubtless welcome information regarding their 
origin and power. 

The Gregorian Masses are a successive series of thirty Masses said for the 
same deceased person, to obtain the deliverance of that soul from purgatory through 
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the benevolent dispensation of God’s mercy. The belief in the efficacy of these 
Masses is based on a private revelation made to Pope St. Gregory and approved by 
the Church. In the “Book of Dialogues” (Book iv. chap. 35), St. Gregory tells of 
a monk who died under monastic excommunication. For a time no suffrages were 
offered for his soul. However, when later thirty Masses had been offered for 
him, he appeared and made known his deliverance from purgatory. St. Gregory 
concludes: “...It is evident that the soul was released through the efficacy of 
these thirty Masses.” 

Pope Benedict XIV commended this pious usage highly, and the Sacred 
Congregation of Indulgences declared that the confidence of the faithful which 
holds that the offering of the Gregorian Masses have a special effect in delivering 
a certain soul from purgatory, is pious and reasonable. 

More than one series of Gregorian Masses may be offered up for the same 
soul, however, because the application of the fruit of these Masses which are offered 
per modum suffragii, is not certain. St. Thomas of Aquin says: “Though the 
efficacy of Holy Mass is infinite, the application of it is limited by God, and is in 
proportion to the zeal, devotion and preparation of those who offer it, as well as and 
especially of those for whom it is offered.” It is commendable for the faithful to 
have the Gregorian Masses said for those whom they wish to deliver from the 
purifying flames of purgatory. 

It is necessary that the thirty Masses be said in succession without interrup- 
tion, and each set of thirty Masses may be said for one individual deceased person 
only. In this country it is very difficult, especially for parish priests, to accept 
Gregorian Masses; even monasteries are not anxious to accept such series of 
Masses. Monasteries and religious institutions in Europe, particularly in Germany 
and Austria, suffer a great dearth of Mass intentions. They will receive Gregorian 
Masses most gratefully, begin the Masses promptly and conscientiously offer the 
thirty consecutive Masses for the departed soul as requested. The stipend is thirty 
dollars for one set. By sending Gregorian Masses to needy monasteries in Central 
Europe, the donor not only assists his loved ones with the powerful efficacy of 
these Masses, but likewise draws upon himself God’s blessing in reward for his 
great charity. 

All Mass intentions will be promptly forwarded to distressed European 
priests if sent to: 

Rev. P. Lukas, O. S. B. or 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


A priest of Eastern Europe begs most earnestly for support, es- 
specially through Mass stipends. ‘‘‘Here in our vicinity,’’ writes the poor 
priest, ‘‘we suffered a total loss of crops last year. It is very difficult 
for the people to support the pastor and assistant. The Catholics of this 
vicinity are so poor that they do not even have bread for themselves, 
much less can they give an offering to the church. We are, in fact, so 
poor that at Holy Mass we burn little lamps with oil instead of candles; 
and instead of incense we use dried grass. The priests of this vicinity 
suffer want of the bare necessaries of life. Mass stipends are very rare. 
Rev. Father, oh, do send us Mass stipends! In advance | assure you 
i of the grateful thanks of my parishioners as well as my own. 

/ Your most humble, A. S. 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 





St. Anthony, His Father’s Lawyer 


We eG a HILE Anthony was preaching the Lenten sermons 
\ SJ in Padua, Italy, his father, Martin of Buglion, was 
ys J living in Lisbon, Portugal. One night a young man 
S\4404 was murdered near the house of Martin of Bug- 
lion, and the murderers threw the corpse over the 
wall into the garden of Anthony’s father. There it was 
discovered and Martin of Buglion was suspected of the mur- 
der. He was cast into prison and suit filed against him. 
Anthony, who had left home and country to serve God alone, 
was destined by God to be the instrument through whom He 
would liberate his father from the painful situation and 
establish his innocence. At the same time, God wished to 
glorify St. Anthony also in his native land, and reveal his 
virtues and sanctity to his countrymen. The servant of God 
was rapt in prayer when God made known to him the 
distress of his father. With all the fervor of a loving son, 
Anthony interceded with God on behalf of his parent, and, 
inspired from above, he presented himself before the Guardian 
of the monastery and asked leave to absent himself from 
Padua for a short time. 

Having received permission, Anthony left the city, full of 
faith and confidence in the Divine assistance that he would 
reach Lisbon before sentence of death would be carried out 
against his father. He knew that nothing is impossible with 
God, and therefore besought Him for His help. And, in fact, 
Anthony was miraculously transported to Lisbon, and without 
delay he assumed the part of lawyer in his father’s case. He 
appeared in court and defended the innocence of the accused. 
The judges were astonished and confounded by his appearance 
and speech, but after listening attentively they still hesitated to 
pronounce the accused innocent, either from human respect, or 
from fear of being deceived. This failure did not shake the 
faith of the saint. Since he could produce no evidences of his 
father’s innocence, Anthony referred himself to the murdered 
man himself. This proposal increased the amazement of those 
present. With growing fear and wonder, the judges followed 
Anthony to the grave of the murdered man. Anthony ordered 
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the corpse to be taken from the grave. Then in loud and 
solemn voice he adjured the dead man to testify before the 
judges there present whether Martin of Buglion was his 
murderer. At this summons the dead man sat up and pro- 
claimed in clear, distinct words that Martin of Buglion was 
not his murderer. — “O miracle! miracle!” exclaimed all the 
bystanders. ; 

“Then,” the narrative continues, “the dead man who had 
come back to life, asked the saint for absolution from ex- 
communication which he had incurred, and Anthony, in vir- 
tue of his priestly faculties, absolved him. Thereupon the 
man lay himself down again and awoke no more. At the 
same moment Anthony vanished from sight. The judges 
were startled at the extraordinary occurrences, and recognized 
therein the interposition of a higher power. After an absence 
of two nights and one day, Anthony was again in his little 
monastery at Padua. 

This was not the only time St. Anthony hastened to the 
help of his father in a miraculous manner. The following 
incident probably took place at a later date. 

| Martin of Buglion held a responsible position at the royal 
| court. Although we do not know what the office was, still we 
know that he was in charge of a large part of the king’s 
revenues. It happened that he paid out of the treasury certain 
officers without requesting a receipt from them, because he 
considered all men as honest as himself. Those men, jealous 
of his high position and of the king’s favor which he enjoyed, 
sought means to ruin him. Hence, they demanded the sum 
of money a second time, and blankly denied having received 
any. The case was taken before court. The unhappy father 
declared that he had paid all, but it was of no use because he 
could furnish no proofs thereof. Suddenly his son Anthony 
stood at his side, turned to his opponents and told them at 
what time, in what place, and at what hour they had received 
the money; he even named the coins, and demanded that 
they should immediately write the receipt for the same. 
Should they refuse to do so they would not escape the Divine 
vengeance. The wicked men were filled with consternation, 
and not one dared to contradict such a witness. They 
acknowledged to have received the money! Martin of Buglion 
| was set at liberty, and henceforth left in peace by his jealous 
adversaries. 




















TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 3] 


Chicago: ‘‘Enclosed find $—which | promised for St. Anthony’s Bread 
if | could rent an apartment which had been vacant for some time. Soon 
after | had prayed to him it was rented.’’ 


Tdaho: ‘‘My son prayed to obtain work during vacation, promising an 
offering toward St. Anthony's Bread if he obtained employment. He is now 
working and sends the enclosed sum in thanksgiving for the poor.”’ 


Kentucky: ‘‘Enclosed find an offering for St. Anthony’s Bread for the 
needy in Europe, in thanksgiving for favors received. Whenever the 
children were ill | would usually promise a sum for St. Anthony’s Bread, 
and they would soon recover.’’ 


New York: ‘‘Sometime ago! sent an offering for the poor in Europe for 
the success of my husband in his business, also for his good health and general 
welfare. To my great joy my requests have been granted. In further 
thanksgiving I send the enclosed check for the poor priests and nuns.”’ 


FA man from Indiana: ‘‘Kindly send the enclosed offering to Germany 
to purchase food for the poor. I promised this offering if my leg which 
was infected with blood poisoning would be saved. Thanks to God and 
St. Anthony, my leg began to heal almost immediately after | had made 
the promise of the offering.’’ 


Michigan: ‘‘Enclosed I am sending an offering for the poor nuns in 
Germany in honor of St. Anthony for his finding a lost article, some money, 
and for a successful operation from which I am now recovering. ’’ 


> > > 


The Need is Still Very Great in Many Convents 
Carmel, M. P. March 10, 1925 
Rev. and highly esteemed Father Lukas. 

Your dear letter with check is again a proof of your 
fatherly care of us. The letter arrived at a critical time; every- 
thing is priced beyond reach. Oh, how thankful we are for 
this alms! You are to us not only a father but also a mother; 
yes, a most tender, solicitous and loving mother. 

Listen, Rev. Father! His Eminence, our Cardinal Arch- 
bishop, visited us a few days ago. His Eminence was sorely 
pained at finding so many sick and ailing sisters, in consequence 
of lack of strengthening food. He prescribed better and more nour- 
ishing food, such as milk and eggs. But we said, ‘Your Eminence, 
such things we cannot buy; they cost too much money.” “Then, 
children,’ replied the Cardinal, “pray, ask, plead, storm heaven 
for miracles; help must come!” 

Rev. Father Lukas, we beg you to apply to generous, com- 
passionate people. Surely God will touch their hearts. Oh, if 
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they would only know what we suffer for want of the necessary 
and nourishing food! It is painful and discouraging for a super- 
ioress to see so many sick, weak and emaciated sisters, and to 
be unable to help them. 

All the children of the Carmel assure you that we will daily 
pray most fervently for our benefactors. With love and grati- 


God alone can repay what you are doing for us. We can only pray 
and recommend the intentions of our benefactors to God. Your Reverence 
t has no idea how poor we are, and what sufferings are connected with poverty. 
‘ Moreover, we suffer much persecution; we are harmed from many sides. We 
H are obliged to work long and hard every day to be able to earn at least some- 
thing. Every Saturday we sew till midnight because the head of the firm for | 
which wesew, wants us to work evenon Sunday; but that we will not do. Some- 
times we rise at 2:30 on Monday, to finish the work that was interrupted on 
Saturday. Should we become unable to work, or should the work be taken 
from us, we would become a prey to want and starvation, for we have no 
income whatever. Our convent is a needy structure; the chapel is a little 
room with only one window. It looks sad here. God grant that we may see 
better days! 
We ask your Reverence for a memento at Holy Mass, and once more 
thank you with our whole heart. 


tude, Mother M. M. Prioress 
i 

Another Sad Letter from the Carmelites | 

Rev. Father Lukas, N. B., March 30, 1925 | 
| 

| 
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Sister Gabriela of the Blessed Sacrament 





Dear Sisters, Minnesota, March 30, 1925 

May I announce to you the happy tidings? O blissful joy in our old days! 
Oh, that we both could only live long enough, for our student, whom we have adopted 
as our spiritual priestly son, will be ordained deacon within a short time. He wrote 
to us that he would then be permitted to distribute Holy Communion and to preach. 
Oh, what joy for a young man, to attain his highest aim in the prime of life; and 
we are happy to have contributed our little mite—all by the grace of God. May 
the good God give His blessing also in future. And to whom do we owe all this, 
but to “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and to you, dear Sisters and Rev. P. Lukas. 
Had we not read that in “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” we should never have thought 
of doing this, because there is no magazine like “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” May 
God repay all a thousandfold! 


a? 
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Our Rosaries 


Gold chain, assorted colors small beads, - - - $2.00 
” ” ” ” large ” a = - 2. 50° 
Souvenirs for Graduation and Jubilees 
Fine cut oval beads, various colors, 10 yr. guarantee - 3.00 
Oval jet beads, handsomely cut and polished, oeeny 
carved crucifix. 20 yr. guarantee - - 4-50 
Cocoa beads, on rolled chain with gold cross - - 2.00 
Large rectangular beads, chain between, large ebony cross - 1.25 
Tiny cocoa beads for young people, large ebony cross - 4.20 
Common Rosaries for Daily Use 
Small steel beads, steel chain - - - - eas 
Larger steel beads, steel chain - - - -. a 
Tiny silver-plated beads - - - : - 0.50 
White beads for First Communion - - - - 0.50 
Medium size oval cocoa beads which please all - - 0.35 
Large oval beads - - - - - - 0.40 
Black cocoa beads suitable for all _ - - - - 0.50 
Cocoa beads, chain between,a long rosary - - - 0.50 
For our old people — Large beads, link chain, large cross - OFS 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences, and a leaflet of explanation will be sent. 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children which pleases, and inspires 
devotion not only in the hearts of the little ones, but it even attracts 
their elders. It is printed in clear, large type on best paper. It con- 
tains sixteen appropriate pictures and two Mass devotions. The first 
gives a simple, clear explanation of each part of Holy Mass, the sec- 
ond is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual prayers, there are 
eight Visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

A mother writes: ‘‘My little daughter had this book sent to 
her for Christmas by a nun. I have never seen a prayer-book for 
children I admired so much.” 

A nun: ‘‘Kindly send me five dozen copies; the prayers in them 
are beautiful for Holy Mass and visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament.” 

A priest: “‘Kindly send me a dozen of these excellent books. 
They are good for any person.” 

A missionary: ‘Our Indian children like it very much on 
account of its familiar language and deep, devotional thoughts.” 

Durable cover, 20 cents. Imitation leather cover, 25 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Wanted: An elderly man, single, Catholic, solid habits, 
who can speak English and German; easy position. 
Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 





The Blessed Virgin Library —70 cents 


Mary, Mother of God 
Contents: Mary’s sanctity and great- 
ness — The august mystery of the In- 
carnation — The Annunciation — The 
charming perfection of Mary — Her 
seven joys on earth; her joys in heaven. 


Mary, Our Mother 
The tender compassion of our Mother 
for her children — Mary our refuge, 
our consoler. in affliction, our guide to 
sanctity — The holy Name of Mary, its 
sweetness in life, its power in death. 


Devotion to Mary 
A sign of predestination — The Immac- 
ulate Conception — Images of the 
Blessed Virgin — The blue scapular — 
Prayers. A man writes: ‘‘Such grand 
reading is nourishing and refreshing for 
soul, body and mind.” 


DeMonfort’s Devotion to Mary 
The secret of transformation through 
Mary. A man from Canada says: ‘‘It 
is almost like. conversing with. the 
Heavenly Mother... I love to read in 
the little book just an hour or so before 
retiring, because it is so consoling. 
Above booklets 10 cents each 





Under Mary’s Mantle 


The powerful patronage of Mary — Un- 
der Mary’s mantle in childhood — How 
to consecrate children to Mary: every 
mother should read this — Under Mary’s 
mantle in_the, trials of life; in the last 
hour: in heaven. 10 cents each 


The Rosary, My Treasure 


Its interesting explanations and stories 
will give you a better understanding of 
the rosary. A Dominican Father: “‘I 
find it the simplest and most satisfying 
pamphlet I have read. It is so practical 
and sweet that I feel it must be doing a 
great deal of good in the way of fostering 
love for the holy rosary.” 
Above booklet 10 cents each 


Communion Devotions in Union with 


Mary 

Contains.a Communion Mass and many 
beautiful devotions. A man writes: “‘I 
think it is the grandest thing I ever read 
to help one to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament right.” -A nun: “I find so 
much consolation in saying those most 
beautiful prayers !” 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 


Explains how this devotion is a source 

of grace and comfort to all Christians. 

Promises of our Lord to those who ven- 

erate the dolors of His Mother. Prayers. 
Above booklets 5 cents each 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








